




Alumni News
2007 - 2008 FrancisCorps Alumni: Where are they now? 
Below Left: Costa Rica L to R: Erin Duquette, Liz Bonner, Ed Smith and Lara Kinne

Below Right: Syracuse L to R: Mary DeVito, Matt Lucci, Ashlee Downing, John Miller, Emily Martucci and AJ LaPoint

WHAT’S NEW IN OTHER GROUPS?  
We haven’t heard from all of our Alumni but we did find out that...

Erin is a first year medical student at Tulane University, New 
Orleans, Liz volunteered to return to Costa Rica and her posi-
tion at St. Francis School,  Ed is a first year law student at 
Ave Maria in Florida and Lara is in DC and preparing for grad 
school at Georgetown University. Mary returned to Syracuse 
and is a full time Assistant at L’Arche, Matt is studying pre-
med at the Harvard University Extension Program, Ashlee 
is in her first year of grad school at James Madison Univer-
sity in VA, John is a first year med student at Georgetown 
University, Emily is in grad school studying social work at 
the University of Southern CT and AJ entered the formation 
program for the Franciscan Friars in Boston.

2007-2008  Nathan Drahms is still working at U of R as a campus minister and has begun a Master 
of Divinity program at St. Bernard’s in Rochester, NY,  Kate Walsh was just made the Associate 
Director at the Tri-State Coalition for Responsible Investment,  Rebecca La Plante is living in Boston 
and recently started working at Wheelock College as an Undergraduate Admissions Counselor, Sara 
DeBruin is continuing to work on her Masters in Counseling with children, adolescents and families 
at Marquette University with the Latino immigrant community. 2006-2007  Jocelyn  Collen  is in 
her first year at Boston College School of Theology and Ministry working on a masters in Divinity, 
Chris Murray married Thai Dee this year and also welcomed their new son Gavin Dee on August 
16th, Courtney Campbell  is now in Indianapolis her first year of law school at Indiana University 
- School of Law, Lisel Schumacher began a Master’s program at the University of Pennsylvania. 
2005-2006  Susan Beddes is teaching at the East Ukrainian National University in Luhansk, Ukraine 
as part of the English Language Fellow Program,  Meghan Flick Schmelzer received her MSW from 
the University of Michigan in Dec ‘08 and is a forensic interviewer at CARE House, a child abuse 
and neglect assessment and treatment facility.  She and husband Stefan just bought their first house 
in Fenton, MI., Andrea Cook is planning to volunteer in New Delhi, India soon, Adam Morales 
is finishing up a one year contract teaching English in South Korea, Quang Nguyen  is in his last 
year of med school and is at the New York Methodist Hospital in Brooklyn for his clinical training. 
2004-2005  Nicole Bonk is in her first year of family medicine residency at University of Wisconsin, 
Sinead O’Doherty is in VA clerking for the Hon. Robert B. King Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit. 2003-2004  Kat Buccianiti  is in a nurse practitioner program at UIC in Chicago and still 
living in an intentional community, Arrupe House, Colleen McCarron got engaged on May 3rd to 
Victor Paras and is planning a September 2010 wedding. 2002-2003  Kristin Zipple-Shedd  gave  
birth to Oliver Michael on October 10  at 12:27pm weighing 8 pounds, 2 ounces and 20 inches, 
Christina Oliva Palazzoli and her husband Chris welcomed their first child, Francesca Therese 
on November 17th. Katie Garibaldi and Joe Hayter are getting married next October  9th .  Katie  
graduated in May with an MS Applied Nutrition, Sage Graduate School, Troy, NY. 2001-2002  Kate 
Hogan married Jeff Jamison in February, Joanna Keltos works as a Licensed Master Social Worker 
at St. Joseph’s Child and Youth Mental Health Services in Syracuse, Mark Murphy married Christi 
Gorelli on September 19th. Monica Thielmann O’Brien and her husband Peter welcomed their first 
child, Luke Peter on April 29th.  2000-2001  Julie Hitzges Trijullo gave birth to Valeska Naomi on 
February 19th, Christa Drew is in graduate school at UMass Amherst pursuing a Master’s in Public 
Policy and Administration , Amy Gawelek Cooney and her husband Kevin are expecting baby #2 in 
April! 1999-2000  Michael Huynh and his wife Christy welcomed their second child, a son, Tyler, 
on March 23, 2009 and big sister Thi has decided she wants to keep him.  Mike also finished an MA 
in Pastoral Studies from St. Bernard’s in Rochester, NY  so my fishing schedule is looking better 
and better.  God is smiling! Ann Searle Rosing and husband Jason also welcomed a second child, 
a son, Mitchell James, on September 12 and they just relocated from Arizona to New Hampshire! 
Sean Gaw left his architecting position to become a vet.  He is taking classes at Harvard Extension 
School and volunteering at the MSPCA vet clinic in Boston. Former Co-Ministers Brother Tom 
Purcell, OFM Conv. is the director of St. Clare Inn a transitional residence for homeless women  
in Toronto and Brother Jim Doyle, OFM Conv. just moved to Assisi, Italy where he will be a tour 
guide at the Basilica of St. Francis.
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An early Christmas
THANK YOU

Recognizing that everyone is stretched to the limits this year 
due to the global financial situation, 

the FrancisCorps volunteers are even more thankful 
for your continued financial support. 

 
We could not do what we do with out you!  

Our prayerful intentions are your intentions!  
God bless your goodness to us!

Have a holy and blessed Christmas Season.
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Wishing you a Merry Christmas

and a Blessed New Year!
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Volunteer Opportunities
In August, 1999, FrancisCorps volunteers began 
ministering in a number of direct service programs 
in Syracuse, NY including the following:  youth and 
young adult programs, day care and after school 
care, social service programs (food pantry, free 
medical and legal clinics), programs for develop-
mentally disabled adults, community outreach, 
refugee resettlement, and women’s programs.  We 
expanded our program to San José, Costa Rica 
in 2005 where volunteers assist in social service 
outreach programs, medical clinics and children’s 
programs.

Member Organization
FrancisCorps is a member of the Catholic Network 
of Volunteer Service.  The Catholic Network of Vol-
unteer Service is located at 6930 Carroll Ave. Suite 
820, Takoma Park, MD  20912. Phone: 1-800-543-
5046 or volunteer@cnvs.org. FrancisCorps is also 
an associate member of Franciscan Collaborative 
Ministries, Syracuse, NY. 

     what’s the first step?

	 call us
	 315 - 426-0481 or 315-882-1955
          email us 
             francorps@gmail.com

Mission Statement
The mission of FrancisCorps is Gospel Service.  As 
brothers and sisters to those in need, FrancisCorps 
volunteers share their gifts and talents in a year-long, 
faith based community in the spirit of Saints Francis 
and Clare of Assisi.  FrancisCorps volunteers share 
a process of personal and spiritual growth with one 
another and the local community in collaboration with 
the Conventual Franciscan Friars, the Poor Clares of 
Chesterfield, NJ, the Sisters of St. Francis and Catho-
lic Charities, Asian Apostolate, L’Arche, Franciscan 
Church of the Assumption and Franciscan Northside 
Ministries, Syracuse, NY. and St. Francis College, 
Albergue San Gabriel, Casa Maria, Fundeso and 
Centeno Guell in San José, Costa Rica.

We’re looking
for Catholic volunteers who have recently gradu-
ated from college and who are willing to live simply 
in community with other volunteers, sharing prayer, 
working hard and reflecting on their experiences with 
other volunteers.  If you’re on this journey, give us a 
call or drop us an e-mail and let’s talk!

Our motto
St. Francis summed up volunteer ministry well 
when he said: 

“Preach the Gospel!
If necessary, use words!”

 More information?
If you would like to receive 

more information about 
FrancisCorps or wish 

to add a friend or colleague 
to our mailing list, 

send their name and address 
to us at the address below 

or e-mail us at francorps@gmail.com.  
If this issue was mailed 

to you, you are already on 

our mailing list.

CONTACT US:
FrancisCorps Volunteers

P.O. Box 11166
Syracuse, NY  13218

315- 426-0481 or 315-882-1955
francorps@gmail.com

www.franciscorps.org.
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