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® oy is something that our
world is in desperate need of
today. Fear and anxiety,
poverty, hunger, homelessness
and injustice creep into our lives
daily, distorting our perceptions
of reality and limiting our belief
in ourselves and one another.
Hope and joy become buried in

mistrust. Sadness overcomes.

JoY FOR FRANCIS AND CLARE OF ASSISI
however, flowed from their commitment
to radically respond to the injustices of
their day by living the Gospel of Jesus
Christ simply and directly. Their joy-
filled movement of spirit and life
quickly flourished in Assisi and beyond,
and has continued to flame up, empower
and burn in the hearts of people
throughout the world
today. Their lives
combined prayer and
action in a way that
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modeled the Gospel and brought joy and
hope out of darkness and despair. Fran-
cis and Clare inspired lives of service
and other-centeredness and their lives
continue to inspire. Joy, peace and rec-
onciliation follow naturally. Fran-
cisCorps volunteers are responding to
this Franciscan gospel movement today.
Their witness encourages all of us to
take the path of prayer and gospel ser-
vice to those we encounter. Together
our actions will bring joy to those who
need it most ... and hope to us all.






